
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “God’s Love and Ours,” is number 40 in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



    Mark your calendars because Aldersgate 101 is just around 
the corner! This gathering is for anyone with a desire to 
be more connected with the community at Aldersgate, 
whether this is your first Sunday or you have been here 
for years. We will get to know one another over a simple 
lunch after the second service. After we eat, Pastor Steve, 
Pastor Amy, and the staff will share about what makes 
Aldersgate unique. This includes information about our 
mission, our mission field (Bowie, McMurry, Academy, 
and neighborhood/garden), opportunities to grow in 
community (Sunday School, UMW, Growth Groups), 
ministries for children, youth, and college students, and 

more. This is an opportunity to ask questions, join a group, serve in the mission field, become a church 
member, and meet new people. Maybe you already are plugged in at Aldersgate. If so invite someone else 
who is looking to get more connected to attend Aldersgate 101. If you have any questions or would like 
to let us know you are coming, you can contact me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or (210) 849-9122. 
— Jessica Watson

In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
 6:30 p.m.    Garden Party
     

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Monday:
   7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts
Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir
Friday:
   7:00 p.m. Dog Play Date
                     with Homemade Ice Cream

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

Connections: Aldersgate 101

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check our our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the 
“connect” page for an updated calendar of events!



   Children’s Moment: VBS Was a Smashing Success!
   We had a great time this past week at VBS! Each night we had about 150 kids and volunteers who learned 
all about Jesus and his love for them.  We all learned our main verse from 2 Timothy: I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  A simple “thank you” could never suffice for all my great 
volunteers who showed up tirelessly each night to prepare snacks, do crafts, teach Bible stories, lead the 
games, and be crew leaders.  You are all wonderful! Enjoy a few pictures from our week below:
     — Alayna Brooks

  Academy: Thank you, Aldersgate!
   Your donations to the Academy staff end-of-year bonus were truly a blessing! Together, we were able to 
present the 20 staff members with a $115.00 gift each as thanks for their hard work this school year.  These 
teachers represent the face of Aldersgate for the 115 families who take advantage of this ministry, and they 
are the true missionaries in this important mission field!  The teachers were very grateful for the gift and 
asked us to pass on their gratitude to the congregation. A big THANK YOU goes to all who contributed!
 — Pam Rosenbaum, Academy Board Member



ALIVE in the Spirit: God’s Love and Ours
 Ephesians 3:14-21

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Real Prayer, Real Love

    True love is where giving and receiving meet -- Richard Rohr

God’s Love for us – How do we know?

Our Love for God – How do we live it?

Immeasurably More…



Garden Parties Start Tonight!

College Ministry:  

   This Sunday night, June 7th, at 6:30, the youth will join the rest of the Aldersgate community for some 
food, fellowship, and gardening! All families are welcome to join this event as we plan to cook out and work 
in the garden. Each person/family is invited to bring his/her/their own meat to throw on the grill, as well as 

any sides you would want to share (chips, salad, etc.). 
   Also, don’t forget to let me (youth@aldersgateabilene.org) or 
Phoebe know if you plan on going to Camp Eagle on July 3-6 
($200) or on the Mission Trip on July 12-18 ($100, high school 
only). 
   This summer is jam packed with exciting events. Be sure to get 
a summer schedule from the Welcome Center or check out the 
youth calender on the AUMC website: www.aldersgateabilene.
org.    — Daniel Mathis

     Students, I want to formally invite you to join the Aldersgate community in the Open Door Community 
Garden tonight for a cookout and potluck meal and a bit of gardening. Every first and third Sunday of 
each month this summer, Aldersgate will host such events, and I think it is a great opportunity for college 
students to connect with the larger community. I hope that the interaction between people can foster new 
and meaningful relationships. So here are the details:

•   Sunday, June 7th, 6:30pm 
•   The Open Door Community Garden, Corner of South 
     19th & Amarillo St.
•   Cookout & Potluck: I will bring food on behalf of 
     students, but feel free to bring a meat to grill, side dish, 
     or dessert if you’d like.
•   Bring a lawn chair or blanket if you have one.
•   Come ready to enjoy a good meal and the fellowship of 
     our community as well as to serve in the garden.

     If you would like more updates on what’s going on with the college ministry this summer, make sure to 
check our social media outlets and get on the texting list by texting “gracepeace college” to 313131. 
          — Kyle Watson

Youth Ministry:



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                       5.31.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $13,805.91
Received Month-to-Date = $84,384.06
Received Year-to-Date = $350,286.63
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $22,359.88

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 200
1:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 179

Total Worship Service Attendance = 379                                        
 Sunday school = 164

The Oaks = 8

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert SandovalFacebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Bera Johnson and family upon the 
death of Bera’s sister, Elizabeth Link.



We invite you to 
read Celebration of 
Discipleship, The Path 
to Spiritual Growth 
by Richard J. Foster.  
If you would like 
a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and 
we will order a copy for you. The 
price is $15. Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

             In The World                                                                                                         

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sun:    Ephesians 3:14-21                                            
Mon:  Psalm 116:1-19         
Tue:    I John 4:13-21                
Wed:  Isaiah 43:1-7  
Thur:  John 3:1-21                                 
Fri:      Romans 8:18-39         
Sat:      Psalm 86:1-17                           

Chronological Bible Readings
Sun:    Luke1, John 1:1-14               
Mon:  Matt 1, Luke 2:1-38       
Tue:    Matt 2, Luke 2:39-52              
Wed:  Matt 3, Mark 1, Luke 3 
Thur:  Matt 4, Luke 4-5, 
            John 1:15-51                  
Fri:      John 2-4 
Sat:     Mark 2  
How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

   If you know my husband, Jason, at all, 
you know he has a flair for the dramatic. 
He’s all about accessories and costumes and 
accents. This is true, even when he cooks. 
So, if you’d like to be entertained, come to 

the first Garden Party of the summer tonight, Sunday, June 7 at 6:30 
p.m. Jason will be operating the grill at the Open Door Community 
Garden (South 19th and Amarillo). He’ll be the one in the Spiderman 
apron, speaking in his best French accent (because all the best chefs 
are French, apparently). He’ll be happy to grill whatever meat (or 
veggie product!) you bring to the meal. 
     All are welcome to come and bring something to put on the grill and 
a side dish to share every first and third Sunday of the month (June 
7 and 21, July 5 and 19, August 2 and 16) at 6:30 p.m. These Garden 
Parties are designed to give us the opportunity to break bread with 
each other and our neighbors and to tend to the needs of the garden. 
I walk or drive by the garden fairly often, and it is unusual for me 
to do so without seeing someone from our neighborhood checking 
for ripe veggies or strawberries or simply enjoying the beauty of the 
garden. It brings me great joy to know that the garden has a such 
special place in our neighborhood. My prayer is that it continues to 
be a place of quiet solitude at times and a place of joyous celebration 
of community at others. The Garden Parties are an invitation to 
participate in some of that joyous celebration!
     And even more family friendly fun will take place 7 p.m. on the 
second Friday of each month this summer (June 12, July 10, August 
14) during free community events in the garden. Bring your family 
and friends to enjoy activities such as a dog play date and homemade 
ice cream, old fashioned relay races and snow cones, and a concert 
and a cookout. Check the Aldersgate In Action for more details as the 
dates approach. 
     As always, please feel free to contact me at amywilsonfeltz@ 
aldersgateabilene.org or (325) 660-5017 with any questions. 
I hope you see you at the garden this summer! In fact, Jason and I 
hope to see you there tonight! Grace and Peace! 

                                                      by Pastor Amy


